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THE BIBLE, ITS OWN INTERPRETER One verse says, “A man is justified fajth without the

] ] L deeds of the law” (Rom. 3:28%nother says, “Byvorksa man
We sometimes hear questions like: “Why are there so magYystified, and not by faith only” (James 2:24). Siradie

different denominations? How is it that they all claim to b&gripture is given by inspiration of God, to pit one verse agains
lieve the Bible, yet hold differing doctrines™? another cannot be the answelinstead we should take all

One reason for differences—perhaps the major reasond$ses on a given subject and find the harmony of scripture
a failure to let the Bible be its own interpretéf/e should Our works could never merit our salvation; salvation is by

considenall that the Bible says on a given subject, not basi@gace a free gift, not of works (Eph. 2:8,9). But doesn't the
conclusions on partial evidence. What may not be fully ex;,o ’say td‘work’ out our salvation™? '

plained in one verse, is often clarified in anotldessus put it

this way: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by EWER Letme answer this way: SUppose a person is given a mery-

WORD that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). bership to a health club, paid f(_)r by someone else. When tje
person to whom the membership was given goes there to exq

Sometimes we hear it said: “One can prawgthingby cise, to lift weights, tavork out,he is not “working out” to

the Bible!” In a sense this is true, if we do not live “by ever : ; -
' for h bership. H ksoutb h&émd
word of God,” but take onlpart of what the Bible says. |¥ay or IS Memuersiip. He WOorks out secause aaeacya

member Someone else already paid the price. So it is with
You may have heard the story about a man who suppoggflation. Our works could never merit a membership in thd
he had found a scripture in favor of smoking cigarettes—Gef}qy of Christ. But because the price has already been paid||1

esis 24:64: “Rebekah...lighted off the camel.” Cor. 6:20), we‘work out our own salvation with fear and trem-
Another story is told of an old holiness preacher who Sadﬁng" (Phil. 2:12,13).

women must have long, uncut haBut when some of them
started putting their long hair on top of their heads in a tq
knot, he preached against this. His text was Matthew 24:
“Top knot come down”!

If we put a trailer irfront of our car and attempted to push
0 a distant cityhow difiicult it would be! But if the trailer
llowsthe carit is a diferent matter So is it with faith and

i i ) _ works. Faith is first; works follow
In allowing the Bible to be its own interpretere should . . .
: . . There is a tendency today to consider water baptism ak

take thetotal testimonyof scripture, allowing the clear verses : Lo
. . somethingseparatefrom repentance and believing in Jesus
to explain the unclear—not the other way around. Sometimes . : . o
rist. But in the early church, | believe it is correct tq say|
there are verses that appear (at least on the surface) to he in. . )
o i aptism was considerguhart of the package‘He that be-

conflict with each otherFor example:

lievesand is baptizesghall be saved”; “Repemind be bap-

. One vers? Says, “B_e”ef’e on the Lord Jesus Christ and b PATO (Mark 16:16;Acts 2:38, etc.)When people received
will be saved” (Acts 16:31); but another says that even dem rist,they were baptizedand baptism followed soon: “the

?el;]eve and tremble (Jtz)ir?e];s '2:1(39)6 Oubvk')OL:.SIy. It |s_n(3teno e day “the same hour of the night” (Acts 2:41; 16:33,
o have some vague belief in Godolir believing in Jesus %18')' It was not considered unimportant.

Christ does not bring about dramatic changes in our lives, Paul, writing to the Corinthians, said: “Christ sent me no

wereally believe? . : . . . to baptize, but to preach the gospel” (1.Qdt7). Oddly enough,
. ! rec_all my Iong-t|_me friend, Jinwestbrook, using th.'s ome have taken this to mean that Paul did not believe in watgr
lllustration years ago In a message- One day while washing ?)tism! But the very context mentions some of the people I
car som.eone.saud to h'm’ o _ had baptized—Iike Crispus, Gaius, and the household 0

“I believe in washing my camlways having it look nice giephanas (verses 14-16). That the Corinthian converts wefe
and clean. I never do it, bubelievein it.” baptized there can be no douBurning to the book oActs,

“No you dont,” Jim responded. “If yoreally believed in e read that Paul took the gospel to Corinth, ‘axashyof the
keeping your car clean, you would do it!” Corinthians hearing believeaind were baptized{Acts 18:8).
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The fact that Paul did the preaching and usually had someoné‘Because they have forsaken me...my wrath shall be kindlud

else do the baptizing, should not be misconstrued to meandbainst this place, arsthall not be quenched?2 Kings 22:17).
gospel he preached did away with water baptism. “My fury shall come forth like fire, and burn thadne can

Sometimes clarification for a verse comes simply by rea%'ilench ithecause of the evil of your doings” (J&r).

Ing thevery next verserhe following is an example: he hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it wi
We have often heard people say something like thig e thatnone can quench ifJer 21:10-14).

need to lift up Jesus. Jesus said if he is lifted up, he will draw’;
all men unto him.” While itis true we should exalt Christin our _ : _
preaching, and in other ways, that is not the point here. wiRkgce...and it shall burn, astiall not be quenchedJer 7:20).

Jesus Spoke of being lifted up, he was Speaking oidat— “I will kindle a fire in the gateS thereOf, it shall devour the

that he would be killed bgrucifixion! palaces of Jerusalem, anhshall not be quenchedJer 17:27).

“And 1, if | be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men  So it was, when the king of Babylon came against Jerus

unto meTHIS HE SAID, SIGNIFYINGWHAT DEATH HE lem and carried out the Divine judgment, the city was burn
SHOULD DIE” (John 12:32,33). with fire (Jer52:12,13). The fire that burned in the gates thereg

Jesus would not die from sickness. He would not die fro#@S not quenched, but it did not continue to burn after
old age. He would not die from being stoned or thrown ovePdrPose was accomplishedears laterwhen Nehemiah went
cliff. He would not die by being drowned at sea. He would di@ Jerusalem, he mentioned gates that had been “consu
by being lifted up—by crucifixion. The significance of thigvith fire” (Neh. 2:13), but they were not still burning!

amazing prediction is not realized when it is misapplied. “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem” (Psa. 122:6). These wo

To the Christians athessalonica, Paul wrote: “Prajth- sometimes seen on bumper stickers, or emphasized in o
out ceasing’(1 Thess. 5:17). Some have taken this to mean Ways, are understood by some as a command to pray for
should pray all the time; should never stop praying; shoulgace opresent-daylerusalem. This, some believe, shoul
always be in an attitude of praydihe fact is: no one has evede a prayepriority.

done this! Evedesuseased to prayAs he was prayingina  We are not against praying for the peace of Jerusalem—

certain place, when leeased...(Luke 11:1). LosAngeles, Newrork, London, Moscowor any other city

Suppose a man | had not seen in five years said to meBtit if we compare scripture with scripture, a more complefe

haven't stopped praying for youalwaysremember you in understanding of Psalms 122:6 comes into view
prayer” | would not take this to mean that every minute of |nthe OldTestament context, Jerusalem was the center

every day for the past five years he had been prayingdor  the worship of the true God. He chose to place his presef]

would take this to mean he had continued to pray foome there; its temple was the house of God (Psa. 122:1); peg
regular basis. prayed toward Jerusalem (Dan. 6:10); it was the city of God,
That this was the meaning of Pauliords about praying city of the great King (Psa. 48:1,2); its throne was called t

without ceasing becomes evident as we compare scripture wlittone of the Lord (1 Chron. 29:23). The status of Jerusalem

scripture, allowing the Bible to be its own interpret®aul God’s program was much dérent then than naw

prayed without ceasing for the Romans (Rom. 1:9). He prayedg,ck then, when righteousness prevailed in Jerusalem, tH
without ceasing for the Colossians (Col. 1:9). He prayed Witz s neaceon all sides round about...people dwelling safel

out ceasing for the Ephesians (Eph. 1:16). He prayed With@yéry man under his vine and under his fig tree” (1 Kingp

ceasing for Timothy (2 Tim. 1:3). If “without ceasing” meanttg.,4 5) Byt latewhen righteousness didtprevail in Jerusa-

pray and never stop praying in the absolute sense, if Payl it was marked for judgment. Under those circumstancs

prayed without ceasing for the Romans, he would have had®®| ord saichotto pray for Jerusalem (J&:16; 1.:14; 14:1,
time to pray for the Colossians or the others he mentiohed! etc.). There was not going to Ipeace(Jer 6:14; 12:12, etc.).
pray “without ceasing” speaks of consistent and faithful prayer

It is not a command to do the impossible. Now here is an interesting twist: When judgment fell an

Nebuchadnezzar carried away captives from Jerusalem

A somewhat similar example may be seen in the term “Ufabylon, Gods message to those captives was this: “Seek
quenchable fire.” John the Baptist preached that every tRgace of the citwhere | have caused you to be carried aw
that did not bring forth good fruit would be cut down “an§aptives, angray unto the Lord for it: for in thpeacethereof
cast into the fire”; and that the chaff, separated from the whe#ll you have peace” (J&9:7). Notice, in this context, they
would be burned up “withnquenchablére” (Matt. 3:10-12). Were not told to pray for the peaceJefrusalemput for the
Does biblical wording aboutnquenchable fir@r afire not Peace ofBabylorn—as strange as that sounds!
quenchednecessarily mean a fire that wiléver stop burn- Centuries laterat the time of Jesus, Jerusalem was aga

“I have set my face against this city...it will be given intml

‘My anger and my fury shall be poured out upon thig
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ing? So some have taken it. facing judgment that would come within that generation. T

But this term was commonly used when Gogidgment temple and city would be destroyed, according to Jesus,
was pronounced upon various cities in the Tddtament— that one stone would not be left upon another (Matt. 23:35-
like Jerusalem. Here are some verses to consider: 24:1,2). There would not be “peace” for Jerusalem, but it wo
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be encircled by the enemy and laid “even with the groundf themselves.” So likewisewhen they would see certain
(Lk. 19:41-44). Does any one suppose Jesus would have ghithgs happen, they could know the time for the fulfillment
“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”? It was not going to hdys prophecy was neait was a comparative statement, simil
pen; the cup had filled and finally overflowed-ArD. 70. to his words that a cloud rising out of the west precedes a rgin

About 25 years ago, in Jerusalem, | heard a man speak whewer; or a south wind precedes hot weather (Lk. 12:54,5
was, it seemed to me, 100 percent pro-Israel and 100 percen . .
anti-Palestinian. He told of numerous atrocities the Palestin- }n the Great Commission, as recorded in Mark 16, Jesgs

ians had committed—as though one side was totally innoc iq to go into all the world, tp preach the gospel and baptige
the other totally guilty | turned to a Lutheran pastor seate elievers. He then spoke of signs that would follow those wio

close to me and asked what he thought. His response: “I eve, one of Wh_'Ch wasThey shall take up serp_entslv_e
John 3:16 man.” ave all heard of little backwoods sects that practice this. Bt

have you ever known someone who actually did it?
A John 3:16 man!In other words, God so loved terld

. . Let me tell you about James Hart, one of the finest ol
—not just one race or group of people exclusivdiywe pray o
o LT Christian gentlemen | ever knewe had preached a number o
for the peace of Jerusalem tod#yis is fine. Living in that

: years, but by the time | knew him, was up in years, unable to o
very troubled area, people thereedpeace! But if our pray- : S )
. . : . much preaching anymore. He was blind in one eye and livedn
ing for the peace of Jerusalem is done in sexcisivesense—

as though we are prayifigr one group of people araainst a little house he had built with his own hands many ye
before. His only vice, if one wants to call it that, was that

others in that part of the world, | think we have missed trﬂEed to drink Pepsi. When | would pass through Olivehur

spirit of John 3:16. the little northern California town where he lived, | would stop

. .That modern-day Israel has expgrienced queageful C8Ad visit. He was not well educated, but because he had rdad
ditions, with numerous wars and conflicts, ever since it becamg Bible so much over the years, he knew things | did njt

anation in 1948, is a fact of histoMyith this in mind, consider |, .+ | learned from him.

an inconsistency in the now-popular teaching that Russia will One thing that comes to mind: Many picture the 144,00
sooncome down from the north to battle with Israel. Ezekiel 3§ group of people to be convérted to Christ during éyi:_
is quoted. But it does not fit. future tribulation period. But James believed their conve

The setting for the Israel described by Ezekiel was that ofig, already happened. They were “fiist fruits unto the
peacefulland!—so peaceful and secure that it needed no ¢ggyp» (Rev 14:4), he pointed out, not thest!

fenses, locks, walls, etc. The enemy is poetically represented

as saying, “l will go up to the land of unwalled villages; | wil . : .

go to them that aiT REST, that DWELLSAFELY, all of them LQOkS’ includinglarkes CommentarandJosephuswhich |
still have. | preached his witefuneral, and a few years lagter

dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gatealhen he was in his 90s, conducted his service also.

Ezek. 38:11). | have yet to hear a plausible explanation how
( ) y P P But here is the part about snake handling, as bizarre as it}s.

the peaceful description given by Ezekiel could possibly refer : .
to prpesent-daysraelp g Y P y s a young man, James lived in a rural pafferinesseeA

couple came to town to hold revival meetings, during whi
Another point to consideiVas the establishment of themany came to Christ. They also prayed for the sick, claimi
nation of Israel in 1948 the fulfillment of Jesus’ words abotlte promise of Mark 16:18, “They shall lay hands on the si
the budding of théig tree? “Now learn a parable of the fig and they shall recovérDuring these meetings, James wa
tree; when his branch is yet tendamd puts forth leaves, youstirred as never before to make his life count for Christ. Con
know that summer is nigh: so likewise, when you shall see @yently a year laterwhen he learned this couple would b
these things...” (Matt. 24:32-34\pparently Jesus wasot coming back to town for meetings, he was excited.
referring to modern-day Israel, for when we turn to Leke’ One night during the second revival, they said they had
account of the very same passage, we read: come into more light since the previous yddre samepas-
“Behold the fig treeAND ALL THE TREES: when they sage in Mark that spoke of healing, also said to take up snlr-
now shoot forth, you see and know of your own selves thsnts! On the platform they had a wooden bucket which cq
summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise, when you see tht&eed poisonous copperhead snakgse preaches wife,
things come to pass...” (Lk. 21:29). If the fig tree here reprigking a pin from her haiflipped open the lid, pulling out one
sents the nation of Israel, then “all the trees” would haveabthe snakes, and lifted it up toward the ceiling. Others wele
representll the nationsFor this reason, even Finnis Dakénvited to come up and do the same—but only those who fdt
(usually quite dispensational in his thinking), states in a ndteey “had enough faith.”
in Dake5sAnnotated Refence Bible“The fig tree...is univer In the emotion of the moment, James (who had always begn
sally interpreted to mean the Jewish nathurt,this could not afraid of snakes!) rushed to the front and grabbed a snake dut
possibly be the meaning.” of the bucket, heading up one aisle and down the other wh
Jesus was drawing an illustration from nature. He said thiag¢ snake repeatedly struck his wrist. His two daughters, w|
when the fig tree andll the trees put forth leaves, peoplavere just little girls at the time, never forgot that night! He
recognize that summer is near—something they could “knelvowed me the faint scars on his wrist where the snake bit h In

When reading became difficult for him, he gave me h
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He suffered no ill effects, but later there was some questfo

whether the snake he handled was actually poisonous.
James never took up a serpent again. He came to un
stand that the verse in Mark should be understood as
accidentalencounter with a serpent, not something one woy
do deliberately As he compared scripture with scripture, h
understood that when Paul took up a serpent, it was accic
tal (Acts 28:3-6).
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